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Yours truly, 

Robert F. Rogers, President 
Yankee Lake Preservation Association, Inc.

A Full Events Schedule 
We are looking forward to an exciting 
2023 summer season at Yankee Lake! Our 
Social Committee has a lot of  great events 
planned including our annual BBQ, a Sip 
and Paint, and several concerts. Included 
with your boat stickers will be an Events 
Schedule, but be sure to check our website 
(yankee-lake.org), Facebook page, or your 
email for updates and any changes.  
Dam and Lake Health 
The dam improvements done a couple of  
years ago made a big difference in how 
our Dam Committee manages the water 
level of  the Lake. We understand a few 
members thought the water level was too 
high in the beginning of  last summer, yet 
we were thankful toward the end of  the 
summer, when faced with severe drought, 
and regional lakes experienced record low 
water levels and increased Hazardous Al-
gal Blooms (HABs), but we did not. Our 
volunteers attend many professional semi-
nars and have learned that one of  the best 
ways to prevent HABs is to keep the water 
cooler, thus deeper. The NYS DEC con-
curs with this approach and was pleased to 
learn that we were adopting these prac-
tices. Please understand that our Dam and 
Water Quality Committees do hear your 
comments and concerns about the water 
level, whether it is too high or too low, and 
trust that decisions are made for the bene-
fit of  the health of  the Lake and for the 
greater good of  all.  
Short Term Rentals 
Short term rentals (“STR”), such as Air-
BnB or VBRO rentals, have been another 

area of  concern for many of  our mem-
bers. Understanding that the YLPA 
doesn’t have much authority over what a 
homeowner does on their own property, 
we do own the Lake and a few access 
points to the Lake. For these properties 
which we own, we can set reasonable rules 
regarding their use.  
The Town of  Mamakating leaders are 
working toward the adoption of  Town 
ordinances addressing STRs within the 
Town, including the Neighborhood Lake 
Zones, to aid in the protection of  wetlands 
and lakes. The Town is considering adding 
regulations concerning septic health, and 
expanding already-existing Town Zoning 
regulations such as set-back and parking 
requirements. The Town will also require 
registration of  the STR with the Town. 
The YLPA is encouraged by the Town’s 
direction with this, and is working with 
our Ward 4 Representative, Peter Good-
man, to pass our concerns and recom-
mendations on to the Town Supervisor 
and Town Board. The Town held a STR 
workshop earlier this month which was 
encouraging. We will let you know of  fu-
ture workshops and other related devel-
opments by email.  
In conjunction with the Town regulations, 
the YLPA is expanding the YLPA Rules 
and Regulations (copy enclosed), concern-
ing STRs and the use of  Yankee Lake. 
Our rules have always included a provi-
sion that any commercial use of  the Lake 
must be pre-approved by the YLPA, and 
that guests must be accompanied by a 
YLPA member while on the Lake. There-
fore, we are expanding this regulation to 
specifically include STRs. If  a STR adver-
tises or allows the use of  Yankee Lake by 
its guests, they must obtain pre-approval 
from the YLPA. In order for the YLPA to 

grant this approval, the STR owner must 
be a YLPA Member in good standing, 
must comply with our Rules and Regula-
tions, including prohibiting outside water-
craft, must provide insurance indemnify-
ing the YLPA should any claims arise from 
their STR activities, must annually have 
their septic pumped, and pay an annual 
STR permit fee to the YLPA. The STR 
permit fee is to offset the YLPA’s increased 
costs associated with water testing, invasive 
aquatic species mitigation, and Rules and 
Regulations enforcement. If  a STR’s Lake 
access is through a Right of  Way (ROW), 
the STR must also obtain annual written 
approval from the owner of  the ROW to 
allow STR guests to use the ROW without 
being accompanied by the member. This 
also applies to YLPA-owned ROWs.   
We understand that many of  our mem-
bers might be upset that we will condone 
and allow STR activity at Yankee Lake. 
However, the Board is taking this ap-
proach to ensure STRs become good 
neighbors and comply with our Rules and 
Regulations. We feel that we cannot stop 
STRs completely at Yankee Lake, as we 
are not a traditional Home Owner’s Asso-
ciation, and do not have authority on what 
someone can do with their property. How-
ever, we can do things to ensure they don’t 
harm the Lake.  
The YLPA Board and I look forward to 
seeing everyone at our Annual Meeting on 
May 28th, and at our events this summer. 
We appreciate you and thank you for your 
support. 

The President’s 
Message
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Citizen’s Statewide Lake 
Assessment Program

The New York State Department of  Environmental 
Conservation (NYS DEC), in cooperation with the 
NYS Federation of  Lake Associations (NYSFOLA), 
established a program called the “Citizen’s Statewide 
Lake Assessment Program” or CSLAP, in 1985. In 
2006, Yankee Lake, under the leadership of  then-
Board Member Georgia Rampe, began participation 
in this program. 

As the name implies, CSLAP is a program that uses 
citizen volunteers to scientifically gather, analyze, and 
track data about the health of  our lakes. Trained Yan-
kee Lake volunteers go out to routinely gather water 
samples from a precise location and from precise 
depths. These samples are processed and then sent for 
scientific analysis. 

Because Yankee Lake has been participating in this 
program for a number of  years, we have a good base 
of  data that help us to identify water quality issues and 
detect seasonal and long-term patterns about condi-
tions of  our lake. 

To become a volunteer, contact the YLPA Board 
through the website, or email: info@yankee-lake.org 

For more information about CSLAP, visit their website 
at: https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/81576.html

“Septic systems” in our area can range from new, mod-
ern and highly efficient septic systems, to old, outdated 
systems, to old cess-pools or even dug cess-pits. Regard-
less, some basic rules apply to all of  us: 

Inspect and Pump: Have your system inspected and 
pumped at least every 3 years. If  your system is old and 
outdated, consider having it updated. If  it is outdated or 
not performing well and you can’t afford an upgrade, 
then have it inspected or pumped at least once a year. 

1. Use Water Wisely. The more water that goes into the 
system, the greater the chance of  malfunction. Try to 
manage water use so that you spread it across time.   

2. Do Not Flush Medicines — You risk that your medicines 
will end up in the waters of  Yankee Lake! 

3. Maintain Your Drain Field 

a. Do not park on, drive on, or otherwise cause com-
paction of  the soil of  your drain field. 

b. Do not plant trees or large shrubs on your drain 
field to keep roots from growing into and destroy-
ing your leech field/drainage field.  

For more information: 

https://www.epa.gov/septic/how-care-your-septic-system

Managing Your 
Septic System 

Kevin Armistead, Clubhouse & Property 
Madeline Boyd, Clubhouse Landscaping 
Cathy Dawkins, Secretary; Deeds; Water; Members 
Alex Goodman, Engineering 
Steven Langseder, Engineering & Dam 
Jon LeTendre, Legal 
Doris Mutascio, Membership, Tag Distribution 
Joan O’Keefe, Treasurer; Finance & Insurance 

Peter Pensec, Fish Stocking, Legal Committee 
Rob Rogers, President; Finance & Insurance, Legal 
Jerry Squillante, Fish Stocking 
Ed VanBuren, Membership, Deed Research, Legal 
George Venizelos, Board Member 
Ray Volpe, Engineering & Dam 
Elizabeth Zambuto, Vice President; Social

Members of  Your YLPA Board of  Directors
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Rules For YLPA Owned Rights of  Way (Maclay, Smith, Casey) 
1. Those who are YLPA members, and who have deeded ROW through one of  these properties, may also use the 

respective ROW/Landing to relax, socialize, and store tagged personal property, such as boats, chairs, paddles, 
etc., within reasonable limits, based on available space, as determined by the ROW manager.  

a. The YLPA may, at its discretion, limit the number of  boats or personal property that can be stored at the 
ROW to prevent overcrowding.  

b. The YLPA requires that you obtain prior written approval for any social gathering that will include more 
than 15 individuals (including either family or guests) on the ROW property on any given day. All guests 
must be accompanied at all times by a member of  the YLPA. 

2. All people, regardless of  membership status, must follow all Rules and Regulations of  the YLPA while on 
YLPA property, including both the ROW and the Lake. (https://yankee-lake.org/ylpa/quick-downloads/) 

3. Those with a deeded ROW through one of  these properties, but who are not YLPA members, may use the 
respective ROW/landing for ingress/egress to and from the waters of  Yankee Lake in accordance with the 
provisions of  their deed. However, unless the deed specifically authorizes such, said non-members are pro-
hibited from loitering at the ROW, using community owned property (rafts/dock), using the ROW for social 
gatherings, or storing personal property, such as boats, chairs, paddles, etc.  

4. Pontoon Boats are prohibited from being moored off  a ROW landing, or tied to any dock or beach at a 
ROW landing.  

5. Use of  Stored Property: Property stored in or on a ROW is for the exclusive use of  the owner of  that prop-
erty, and others to whom explicit permission to use that property has been given by that property’s owner.

Yankee Lake Spring Newslet ter 2023

Right of  Way (ROW) Guidance 
Lake access for non-lakefront properties is spelled out in 
the legal deed for each property. In order to have “Lake 
rights,” the deed must define two separate things: 

1. A right to use the lake, spelled out in the deed, and 

2. A place (“Right of  Way”) specified in the deed 
where the property owner can get to the Lake 
without trespassing on someone else’s property.   

A ROW is a contract between two property owners – 
the ROW User and the ROW Property Owner. The deed 
tells the ROW User where the ROW is, and may define 
other terms of  use, such as whether the User can keep a 
boat, whether the User can use the ROW for a social 
gathering spot, or only as a point for getting to and 
from the water, etc.   

YLPA-Owned ROWs: Smith, Casey and Maclay are 
owned by the YLPA. In these instances – and only these 
instances – the YLPA has authority to oversee the 
property. We have Rules and Regulations for these 
ROWs. 

The YLPA is not aware of  any deed that provides a 
right to use the Clubhouse, the North Shore Drive 
Parking area, the Big Island or the 45 “forever wild” 
acres. Thus, access to, and use of, these properties is 
limited to YLPA members in good standing, and their 
member-accompanied guests only.    

Unless the YLPA owns the ROW in question, we have 
absolutely no authority to intervene in, or assist in 
resolving, ROW disputes.
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Forecasted 
YLPA Expenses 
for Fiscal Year 

Ending 
31 May 2023

Percentages sum 
to > 100% 
due to rounding

The Budget for Fiscal Year 
2024 Will be Presented at 

Annual Meeting on 28 May

“No Wake” Lake 
Reminder, the entirety of  Yankee 
Lake is a “No-Wake” Zone. Al-
though our Rules and Regulations 
set limits on size and thrust of  
electric motors to prohibit fast wa-
tercraft, battery technology is ad-
vancing. For boating and swim-
ming safety, all boaters must keep 
speeds to a level that prevents all 
wakes. 

Court Sports 
Once again, this year, our magnifi-
cent new sports court is available 
for both Pickleball and Basketball.  
Take a look at our Events Sched-
ule to find the schedule for the 
court and for several weekend 
workshops for both activities! The 
Events Schedule is on our web site 

(yankee-lake.org) under the Com-
munity menu, and can be down-
loaded from the YLPA —> Quick 
Downloads page. 

The Stumps Are 
The Bones of  the Lake! 

When the dam was originally built, 
it raised the water level above the 
old pond by a considerable 
amount and flooded a large area 
of  standing timber. These trees 
eventually died in place, then top-
pled as the years passed. Hence, 
the great number of  underwater 
stumps in our Lake. These stumps 
exist as a kind of  remnant forest, 
preserved by water and weather-
ing. These submerged stumps and 
logs form an important part of  the 
Lake ecosystem, providing food, 

shelter, and warmth for both ani-
mals and plants. Because of  the 
essential habitat that they provide, 
the removal, tampering with, or 
destruction of  the stumps is strictly 
against our Rules and Regulations. 
The stumps help to make Yankee 
Lake a magnificent fishing hole! 

Dock Permits 
If  you’re considering adding a 
dock to your lakefront, please plan 
ahead! You first need permission 
from the DEC (very easy), then a 
permit from the Town of  Ma-
makating, and then permission 
from the YLPA Board of  Direc-
tors. See Community —> Lake 
Shore Docks on our web site for 
tips and details for facilitating this 
process.


